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was discovered to have crashed down to its founda-
tions. Thus in after times did the Spaniards describe
the handwriting on the wall, foredooming1 their Gothic
ancestors, heavily laden with crime; and as the last
survivor of an effete dynasty, Roderich collected his
forces to meet the terrible nation who had been never
yet defeated nor turned back, but who had spread
from the East as irresistibly as locusts. The two
armies met on the banks of the Lethe, now known by
the Arab addition, Wady Lete, Guadalete, not far
from Xeres. Rodericks army is said to have numbered
eighty thousand men, but only the nobles were well
armed. The lower classes had no defensive armour, and
only used bows and arrows or slings ; while the in-
vaders, though in smaller numbers, were all picked men
—the terrible horsemen of the deserts.
The battle took place on the ist of July, 711, and
lasted, the Moors say, three days, the Spaniards, a
week. Roderich is described as appearing in a " gown
of beatgn gold," with a gold crown on his head, and
covered with precious stones ; seated in a car or waggon
drawn by two horses, with a richly-embroidered canopy
or tent overshadowing it, supported by a pillar of gold. •
It was guarded by a thousand men, and seems to
have resembled the caroccio in which the gonfalon, or
sacred banner, of the Italian cities was taken out to
battle. Roderich seems only to have appeared on this
car the first day. Afterwards he mounted his horse,
and wore his helmet adorned with horns of gold (as
seen in old Gothic coins), and dashed into the thickest'
of the fray.
It was fought out, day after day; but on the last the
broken remnant of the Goths found the horse, called

